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Here we go again, issue number fourteen this time. This is our second digital only issue, and there 
were problems with the first one. The file size was too big for some people’s email inbox. About 15 
of our 158 email addresses “bounced”. As luck would have it, BVSC is currently allocating grant 
money under the name “Coordinare Community Grants”, courtesy of the NSW Government. 
We’ve applied for the maximum of $2,500 to take our Newsletter from email to our very own 
website! These things are never certain, but because of our focus on bushfire preparation we are 
feeling confident. Thanks heaps to Leanne Atkinson for her expert help with the grant application. 
More on this in the December issue. 
 
True to our aim of keeping this interesting, there’s quite a bit of variety in this issue. There’s a story 
from Val Little about the Old Bega Hospital, Tom Hamilton has some history about Evans Hill,  
 

1893 map of what was then known as Cohen’s Lake, now Blackfellows Lake.  
The yellow area was the Aboriginal Reserve, being of 15 acres. Local families 
Dixons, Mundys and Cohens lived and worked there, farming and breaking in 

Brumbies for the Boer and First World War efforts. 
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Margaret Evans has again contributed some interesting Kalaru history, we look at dealing with two 
different insect pests, ticks and fruit fly, and as usual there’s David Winkworth’s bushfire notes. 
 
As always, we welcome contributions from you, our readership. Next month there will be stories 
about the European Wasp from Alex Aitkenhead, and local history from Peter “Barney” Preo. 
Do you have something worthy of inclusion? Let us know. 
 
Andrew Mac. email -  normamacca55@gmail.com 
	

--------------------	
	

SOME HISTORY ABOUT KALARU TO TATHRA PATHWAY 
 
Something that has been largely missing from discussions around the new Tathra to Kalaru 
pathway is the historical significance of the route and adjacent areas, principally that the route up 
Evans Hill follows the original Tathra Road built as early as 1857 to provide access for Horse and 
Bullock Teams to deliver produce from throughout the Bega Valley to Tathra Wharf (and prior to 
this, Merimbula and Kangarutha Point). The Evans Hill section of Tathra Road was moved to its 
current alignment around the 1930’s in order to provide a gentler incline for motor transport. 

  
There are also other known historical sites along the pathway route including: the old Wallagoot 
Post Office; the original Tathra football ground (now Evans Park); the old Wallagoot School; the 
travelling stock reserve and adjacent areas where horses and bullocks were rested and teamsters 
camped; the old bricks recently uncovered at the base of Evans Hill (may be the site of an early 
brick kiln); the Strathmore Estate; John Evans’ property (whom after which Evans Hill was named); 
an account of boxing tournaments being held further up Evans Hill; and a bike mechanic located 
near the White Rock Road. For some interesting stories of Kalaru’s history and it’s colourful 
characters, it’s worth referring to Norm Evans’ book ‘Roads to Water – the History and Story of 
Tathra, Kalaru and Wallagoot’ published in 1983 and as well as chapters by various authors in 
‘Tales of the Far South Coast Volume 2 and 3’ published in 1984 and 1986 respectively. Note that 
Norm and Margaret played a role in naming the ‘Kalaru’ village, as it was previously known as 
‘Tathra Road’. 

  
While the Old Tathra Road track has now been re-made as a brilliant community bike path / 
shared path, it would be great to see the history of the road and Kalaru including local indigenous 
history acknowledged and showcased along the pathway. Use of interpretative signage (with old 
photographs where they may exist), showcasing the old bricks and maybe naming the bike path 
as the ‘Old Tathra Road pathway’ or similar would be worth considering. Such measures should 
add to the appeal of the bike path for both locals and visitors. 
 
Tom Hamilton 
 
Latest news about Happenings at Old Bega Hospital Community Cultural 
Centre.(obh.org.au) 
 
I was delighted to receive my copy of your Kalaru Newsletter. As we are all part of the broader 
Bega Valley Community I hope you will take the time to read about developments in the 16 year 
restoration saga of the Valley's heritage Old Bega Hospital. 
 
Council has approved the development application for Stage 1. Stage 1 is a bare bones 
reconstruction with absolutely minimal fit out, just enough to allow the community to occupy the 
entire building legally and safely. There is a Stage 2 planned, but insufficient funding to proceed, 
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at this point in time. 
On the Reserve Land Managers' side of things preparations are progressing quietly for Raising the 
Roof – a reference to the actual roof, not the annual Raise the Roof Spring Fair, which we have 
had to postpone for 2020. 
 
The involved process of appointing heritage architects to do the detailed design work is done and 
dusted, and the Land Managers are excited to announce that Design 5 Architects have been 
appointed to take the project to the next phase, Alan Croker, founding director of Design 5, and his 
team are looking forward to being involved in this very important project for the Bega Valley 
community. When completed the Old Bega Hospital will, once again, be a place of creating, doing, 
making, encouraging, learning and community gathering. New memories will come to be woven 
with the old memories into the renewed fabric of the restored heritage building. 
 
The fire of 2004 was a tragedy, but Design 5 hopes a reinvigorated home for the community will 
rise from the ruins. The aim for this project is to combine the best contemporary design with the 
highest standards of conservation so that the precinct will honestly tell its rich stories and history to 
all who visit and work there. 
 
Environmental responsibility and long term sustainability will be important factors in design 
solutions for both retained and new fabric but the emphasis will be on working out what is 
important of the old and keeping as much of it as possible. Truly an exciting project which has 
slowly been taking shape in a year which has tested us all, some more than others. 
The role of OBH Regional Community Cultural Centre has become even more apparent and 
appreciated in these times of disasters, drought, bushfire and pandemics. It has become a refuge 
and a place where people meet, talk and do, challenge and help.  
Being together without the hugs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
If you have never managed to track down our OBH it is found on the southern side of Bega, off the 
old Princes Highway- signed and a driveway in. Once headed in you can't miss the precinct. It is a 
Crown Land property designated for community use, so belongs to you and me. Pop in and check 
out the site, you might run into some Textilers, Potters, Men's Shedders, Community Radio  
Announcers, Beekeepers and Leadlighters. 
 
Hopefully soon we will see people in high viz vests doing their bit to ensure memories can 
continue to be made at the precinct for another 100 years. 
 
Do you have a memory about OBH? Or any questions about use of the site now? Or a desire to 
get involved with this exciting community project? I am happy to link up with you- email 
froglittle@bigpond.com    Oh and as our fund raising has been postponed for this year, we have 
ventured into an online raffle, a totally new approach to how we 'normally do things.” You can help 
by spreading the word  amongst your family, friends and colleagues. Tickets are only $5.00 each  

This photo is of the 
Old Bega Hospital 

after the fire of May, 
2004. It was built in 

1888. 
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or 5 for $20.00. Easy to do, just google  rafflelink- obhspring 2020. I am not online buyer person, 
(something to do with my age) but had no trouble getting my tickets. Gourmet Basket Gift Voucher 
prizes. Prize details etc. all on site. 
 
If you would like to receive the Old Bega Hospital Seasonal newsletter, email Val Little at 
froglittle@bigpond.com. 
 
Thanks for your time and to those who make this publication possible. 
 
Val Little- on behalf of Friends of the OBH. 
 

-------------------- 
 

HERITAGE BRICKS FOUND ON SHARED PATH NEAR HAMILTON’S GATE 
 

 
During preparation for laying the shared path to 
Tathra, very old sand stock bricks have been 
uncovered. This was reported to Heritage NSW, 
and subsequently local archaeologists Lantern 
Heritage were engaged for preliminary 
assessment. As an aside, Bec Parkes of Lantern 
Heritage is in the process of opening an office in 
Tathra, where the Laundromat used to be. Who 
would have ever thought we’d have a local 
archaeologist? 
 
 

Between the archaeological research and 
Margaret Evan’s local history knowledge, it is 
thought that the site is the remains of a brick kiln 
built by the McGovern family in the early 1920’s. 
Lantern Heritage submitted their report to BVSC 
last Friday, 30th October. Due to the burden of 
transporting bricks, back then most bricks were 
made on or near the construction site. 
 
This find will delay completion of the shared 
path, now due to be finished in December. 

 
-------------------- 
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PARALYSIS	TICKS	
WHAT	YOU	DON’T	KNOW	CAN	HURT	YOU!	

	

	
	

If you live on the NSW South Coast then you do know what nasty little creatures paralysis ticks 
are! They carry nasty diseases, can make you really sick and kill your pets! 
 
Spring is Tick Season! Ticks like warmth and moisture, which are quite often the conditions we 
have in Spring! 
 
I write to offer a really simple treatment for them but first a little about them, sort of a “know your 
enemy!” 
 
Ticks need to suck blood as part of their life cycle. Their natural hosts are possums, bandicoots 
and wallabies etc. Our native animals tolerate ticks well but we humans, and our domestic cats 
and dogs do not! Ticks gorge themselves on blood for a few days and then drop off to the ground 
to continue their life cycle. The problem for us and our pets is that we need to get rid of the tick 
before that happens! 
 
So where do you find ticks? The answer is: anywhere that you might find bandicoots, possums or 
wallabies. So that‘s coastal bush or even your garden and lawn! 
 
Most ticks are found within half a metre from ground level. When they sense movement, they’re 
ready to jump on. This is called “questing.” It might be a wallaby or it might be your leg! Once 
onboard, they look for a suitable bite site. That could be your groin, armpit, neck or head. You 
probably won’t know it’s there for quite a while. 
 
Ticks will also attach themselves to your clothing, like a jumper or jacket thrown on the grass etc. 
You then pick up your jumper, take it inside and put it on your bed. You know what happens that 
night! 
 
Now, the natural reaction is to try to pull it out immediately, is it not? This naturally upsets the tick 
and it gives you a “last act of defiance” squirt of its saliva. There are all sorts of devices and liquids 
on the market to do this but really, do you have these on hand when you need them? 
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Here’s a tick treatment I read about many years ago – I think it was a National Health and Medical 
Research Council article. Of course I have to say here: use at your own risk, but I’ve been using it 
on family and pets for 30 years and it works beautifully. 
 
It’s this : when you find a tick, spray it liberally with Aeroguard. That’s all. Nothing else! DO NOT 
pull the tick out – it will fall out by itself in an hour or two. 
 
Apparently pyrethrins-based insecticides act not only as a toxicant for the tick but also as a 
narcotic.  
 
DW 

-----------------------	
	

FRUIT	FLY	SEASON	
	

For we fruit and veg growers, the annual carnage caused by the Queensland fruit fly is about to 
start. They will ruin most fruit, and some veg, like tomatoes, capsicum, egg plant etc.-anything with 
soft skin. As some of you will be aware, we’ve mounted a mostly successful defence over recent 
years. Fruit fly was not an issue in Kalaru when I moved here in 2008, nor in Tathra for the thirty 
years I lived there. Climate change has meant they have slowly migrated South, becoming an 
issue around here in about 2014-2015. 
 
We were using the bait cards, needing weekly changing. If it rained heavily, those bait cards 
needed more frequent replacing. It worked maybe half the time, but what a chore! 
 
I have great news on this front. We small time growers can now benefit from scientific advances, 
government funded on behalf of commercial growers. The bonus is no toxic chemical sprays. 
Below are photos of male and female fruit fly traps, both locally available.  

 
The male trap, with the yellow lid, is on the shelf at Stafford’s 
Hardware. There is a replaceable “wick” under the lid. This wick 
attracts the males for three months, so you need two wicks per 
growing season. Once inside the trap, they can’t escape, and 
die in a day or so. 
 
The female trap, with the clear lid, is available from Riverside 
Nursery, Bega. They come with an attractant gel and poison 
pad. The gel and pad also last about three months. You can’t 
buy the gel and poison pad, but Riverside replace them for 
about $3. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Just hang them in your trees/vege gardens. One of each trap 
is sufficient for an average size vege garden and up to four or 
five trees. Put one trap at each end of your growing area. 
Besides their much greater efficiency, you can see  
what you have caught. Also, like lots of insects, there are 
many more females than males. This two pronged approach 
means that when you find ten to twenty males in the male  
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trap, you know you have interrupted the breeding cycle of hundreds of females. It’s the females 
that lay their lavae which turn into maggots that in turn ruin your produce. 
 
To buy both traps, and baits/attractants for one growing season costs about $35-$40. Compare 
that to supermarket fruit and veg prices, and you will be way in front.  
 
I also enjoy swapping surplus produce. Ask your neighbours!  
 

-------------------- 
 

BUSH FIRE NOTES - A Virtual House Check 
 
All this lovely rain! So good for our district isn’t it! Full dams and full tanks at the start of summer is 
great! 
However one thing fireys will tell you though, is that while the rain is promoting lush green growth 
in forests and pastures, it may dry off in the hot summer months ahead and become a fire hazard. 
 
We all need to be ready for whatever happens ahead in the coming fire season. 
 
Once again .... we need to remember that fireys tell 
us that homes burn from the inside - fire gets in to 
the under house area, the roof space or through 
gaps under doors or broken windows. 
 
I thought this month we’d take a walk around the 
house ...... a virtual walk that is, to look at what’s 
good and bad as a fire risk as we circulate the 
home. 
 
So, starting at the front door. The door is made of 
timber but it’s pretty solid. There’s a bit of a gap 
under the door, which I’ll cover, with a wet rolled 
towel on a fire day to stop embers blowing under. I’ll 
take the doormats away too.  
 
Along the timber planked verandah I can see that 
embers could get through the gaps. I’ll place some soaker hoses along there and weigh them 
down with bricks. They’ll wet the verandah and the front wall of the house.  The edges of the 
verandah are sealed off so no embers can blow under there! That’s good! 
 
The fly screens are nylon on the house. I’ll replace those with metal insect mesh from the 
hardware store. 
 
The timber window frames look like they could hold embers along the sills. I’ll place some wet 
towels there. 
 
The furniture on the verandah looks like embers could ignite it. I’ll move those pieces to the 
garage. 
 
Gee, some of the garden shrubs close to the house are growing up. I hadn’t noticed that.  
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They’ll certainly get a haircut. It will be good for them anyway and I won’t have to worry about 
them being ignited by embers and cracking a window with heat. 
 
Out in the garden I look up at the gutters. Some leaves and sticks are visible. I’ll clean out the 
gutters and make up some down pipe blockers. Then I’ll zip tie a length of hose to a verandah post 
and up onto the roof to fill the gutters. Don’t want to be up the ladder on a windy fire day! 
 
My colourbond fencing is a great blocker of embers and radiant heat. I’ve filled in the bottom down 
to ground level so that’s great! 
 
Ahh yes, the wheelie bins! I don’t want those close to the house on a fire day. I’ll make sure 
they’re full of water and away from the house. I’ll get a lot of plastic buckets and place them 
around the house too! 
 
Around the back is the kids’ play equipment. I’ll move that well away from the house. ‘Think I’ll run 
some soaker hoses along the back of the house too. I can join a few together and they don’t use a 
lot of water. As long as I have them on early they’ll certainly wet everything down! 
 
There you go! Some of the fire measures you can do easily.  
 
“Be ready” as the fireys tell us! 
 
DW 

-------------------- 
 

There ends number fourteen. 
 
Remember, we offer free advertising to all local businesses. You are mad if you don’t take 
advantage of this! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Contributions for the December 
edition of this Newsletter are due by 

Friday, 4th December. 

The Kalaru and District Newsletter is 
community based. Contributions published 
do not necessarily reflect the views of the 
Editorial team. Editing may be required for 
reasons of space and content and not all 
information submitted will necessarily be 

published. 

Farewell Terry Dickson-one of nature’s true 
gentlemen. 


